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New Braintree Planning Board Minutes  Monday, May 12,  2025   
   
Present:  Genevieve S)llman, Vice-Chair; Dave Thompson; Jody Kablack; Thaddeus Thomas 
  
The mee)ng was called to order by the Vice-Chair at 6:03 pm.    
 
1.  Approval Not Required Plan – 2078 Barre Road, Assessor Map 401, Parcel 31 
Chris Nordberg was in aTendance to present a plan showing the division of the property into 3 lots – 
Lots 1 and 2 are vacant lots with 135,000 sq. Y. of lot area (3.09 acres) and a minimum of 250 of 
frontage. The 3rd lot contains approximately 6.86 acres and over 250 feet of frontage and contains the 
Nordberg’s house and  accessory structures. The exis)ng house lot appears to meet all zoning 
requirements. The property is in Chapter 61B. The applicant is aware and will be contac)ng the Board 
of Assessor’s about that process. 
A mo)on was made by J. Kablack, seconded by D. Thompson and voted unanimously to endorse the 
Approval Not Required Plan submiTed for 2078 Barre Road. 
 
2.  Request by NexAmp to close out solar faciliEes  
The Board noted that a site walk of the proper)es took place on April 17, 2025 to review the 
landscape plan)ngs.   

 
Dus)n McEwen, Palmer Moore and Connor Roche from NexAmp were in aTendance.  
 

• Summit Farm, 40 Hardwick Road 
NexAmp provided a draY surety guarantee to comply with condi)on #14 of the 2022 Special 
Permit which required a performance bond for a 5 year period to ensure the landscaping 
survives. NexAmp is recommending $75,000. The Board will review the document and discuss 
at a future mee)ng. 
 

• Borelli 2, Old Turnpike Road 
The Special Permit condi)on regarding addi)onal plan)ngs in the northeast sec)on of the 
property was discussed. Nexamp stated that they have spent $19,000 in this area – 32 
addi)onal arbor vitaes and 6 evergreens were planted. They have also supplemented the 
northwest sec)on of the property at a cost of $17,500 to mi)gate the clearing on the Borelli 
property. G. S)llman noted that the exis)ng condi)ons plan at the )me of the Special Permit 
indicated this area as wooded and contributed to the visual screening from Old Turnpike Road. 
The vegeta)on in this area was removed post permifng, but prior to close out of the 
applica)on. J. Kablack stated that mi)ga)on of the clearing must be addressed before close-out. 
 
Chris Norberg asked what height the arbor vitaes will grow to? G. S)llman replied in 20 years 
they will be 1approximately 8’ high and about 10’ wide. They will not provide a visual screen. 
 
It was also noted that the ivy planted along the fence has not grown up yet so will need to be 
secured with a performance guarantee. 
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Palmer Moore from NexAmp stated they do not want to submit a performance guarantee on 
this site due to the financing of the project. G. S)llman requested NexAmp submit a plan from a 
Landscape Architect be submiTed to increase visual screening of for the northwest area. 
Generally the consultant should look at fast growing species and loca)ng them closer to the 
street. The Board will review a plan at a future mee)ng.  
 

• Brodmerkel, Barre Road 
At the site visit, it was noted that the health of approximately 10 trees were ques)onable. 1 
tree has been replaced since the site visit.  
 
Chris Norberg stated that the solar panels on this property reflect on his property. He requested 
addi)onal plan)ngs along the roadway to help mi)gate this issue. Nexamp agreed to visit his 
property to review the issue. 
 
J. Kablack noted that the site was constructed as presented on the plan. G. S)llman will look at 
the street trees to see if addi)onal plan)ngs could help with the glare issue. The Board will take 
this up at a future mee)ng to see how the discussion with the neighbor goes.  
 
T. Thomas asked about any barriers that could be placed on the solar panels to reduce the glare. 
Nexamp replied that this would reduce the amount of energy captured. 
 
3. Discussion with Board of Assessors re: Planning Board permits  
Andrea Letendre and Claire Reavey were in aTendance. They wanted to discuss the permits that the 
Planning Board issues, and how to communicate when land is an)cipated to be developed, 
par)cularly around Chapter 61 proper)es and property valua)on.  
 
G. S)llman suggested the Planning Board send a no)fica)on when a plan or permit is submiTed for 
Planning Board approval. This can be sent to the Assessors, Conserva)on Commission, Select Board, 
ZBA and other boards and departments when a plan is submiTed. J. Kablack will create a form to 
send. There was a brief discussion about Chapter 61 and when it is triggered – when a permit is 
applied for (intent), or when there is an actual change to the land use. It was also suggested that the 
Assessors generate a paper or checklist outlining the process of removing property from Chapter 61 
so that residents are beTer prepared.  
 
4. Minutes to Approve:  March 3, 2025    
The Board decided to take up this item at a future mee)ng.  
 
5. Board reorganizaEon 
A mo)on was made by T. Thomas, seconded by D. Thompson and voted unanimously to approve 
Genevieve S)llman as Chair, Jason Ayer as Vice-Chair and Jody Kablack as Clerk.  
 
A mo)on was made by J. Kablack, seconded by D. Thompson and voted unanimously to adjourn at 7 
pm.  


